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Mr. President, 
 
 We welcome and thank the President of the Human Rights Council, Amb. Choi Kyong-lim, for 
his comprehensive presentation. 

 
This year marks the tenth anniversary of the Human Rights Council. Anniversaries provide an 

opportune moment for assessment and introspection. We feel that it is worth analysing the progress 
that the HRC has made towards accomplishing its dual mandates to ‘promote and protect human 
rights’ and alsoto reflect on its achievements and challenges; prescribe change where necessary with 
an objective of shaping a stronger and more effective Council. 

 
The Human Rights Council evolved from the political will to avoid the shortcomings of 

Commission of Human Rights. While celebrating the 10th anniversary of the Human Rights Council, 
we must also remain mindful of the reasons for its creation and avoid repeating mistakes of the past. 
In this context, it needs a mention that intrusive monitoring and finger pointing while dealing with 
specific human rights situations in various countries is inimical to the objectives of the Human Rights 
Council. India believes in an inclusive approach based on dialogue, consultation and cooperation. 

 
Mr. President, 
 

As a signatory to both the principal covenants on human rights and of major human rights 
instruments, India has consistently promoted human rights. India has had made important 
contributions in drafting of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, especially highlighting the 
need for reflecting gender equality.  

India’s engagement with the Human Rights Council since its inception, has been primarily 
guided by the significance that it attaches to the United Nationsmechanisms in framing the 
international discourse on human rights. It has been our constant endeavour to constructively 
engage with the processes at these bodies. 

Mr. President, 
 

In a relatively short span of ten years, the Council has encountered enormous challenges on a 
vast array of issues relating to migrants, refugees, terrorism, violent extremism, climate change, 
development etc. 
 

 



 
 
 
The Council has, over the years, evolved into a forum for voluntary participation and sharing 

of national experiences and best practices in the protection and promotion of human rights.We 
strongly believe that for its continued relevance and further success, the HRC must continue to 
strengthen its adherence to the fundamental principles of universality, transparency, impartiality, 
objectivity, non-selectivity and constructive international dialogue while seeking to realize the 
human rights for all.  

 
It is amongst Council’s core responsibilities to ensure that the indivisibility, interrelatedness 

and interdependence of all human rights including the right to development are treated in a fair and 
equal manner. Right to development is an inalienable human right central to the purpose and 
mission of the UN. However, a caveat in this regard is in order: “the notion of universality of rights 
cannotcome to imply uniformity of values and systems”.  

 
For a more meaningful and productive discharge of its responsibilities, the Council will do 

well to bear in mind the significance of national and regional particularities and various historical, 
cultural and religious backgrounds in its dialogue with the member states. 
 
Mr. President, 
 

India believes that the Universal Periodic Review mechanism of the Council provides a forum 
for non-politicised, non-selective and non-confrontational discussion among member states. The 
relevance of these characteristics continues to remain strong as we approach the conclusion of the 
second cycle of the UPR.There are suggestions emanating from some quarters that the process of 
UPR needs to be reviewed in order to make it more effective.  

 
We reiterate that the UPR mechanism should not be tinkered with as any such attempt 

carries the potential of diluting the universal support that it currently enjoys. This process is less than 
ten years old, and hence, it is too early to pronounce on its ultimate effectiveness or to identify need 
for reforms. 

 
We would also like to mention that the success of dialogue with Special Procedures is hinged 

upon their continued independence, impartiality and their carrying out entrusted tasks with 
responsibility and sensitivity in accordance withtheir mandates. The comments and 
recommendations by mandate holders should also conform to their respective mandates. The 
outcomes of their efforts need to be constructive and not be driven by ideological and ulterior 
motives. This would help the concerned governments to fully acknowledge their reports and take 
the requisite follow-up actions.  

 
It would be useful for both the mandate holders as well as Member States if misguided 

attempts at self-glorification and publicity through unfounded generalizations were avoided, 
including through issuing joint press releases on issues beyond their mandates. 
 
Mr. President, 

 
It is our long-held belief that human rights issues cannot be approached in isolation, ignoring 

the complex and intricate relationship between human rights, development, democracy and 
international cooperation.  

 
The challenges of poverty eradication, armed-conflict, terrorism, democracy deficit and 

impunity continue to deprive millions of people from full enjoyment of their human rights. 



Democracy, good governance, rule of law and access to justice and civil society engagement are 
essential for safeguarding fundamental freedoms and promoting and protecting human rights for 
all. 

 
In conclusionIndia remains committed to making the HRC a strong, effective and efficient 

body capable of promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms for all in a 
transparent, cooperative and non-selective manner. 

 
I thank you. 
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